
Women of Providence in

Volume VIII, Issue III   Fall 2013

�

/HWWHU�IURP��

6LVWHU�%DUEDUD

contents

�

6LVWHUV�DGRSW�

DQWL�GHDWK�SHQDOW\�

VWDQFH

�

1XQV�RQ�WKH�EXV�

KLW�WKH�URDG���

DJDLQ�

     !e 2006 and 2009 reunions of Sisters of Providence in 
Mother Joseph Province and of women who have le" the 
religious community were tentative, sometimes apprehensive, 
cautious get-togethers.  !ere was a sense of the unknown – 
what feelings and reactions would result as stories from long 
ago unfolded, and above all, what next.

     !e “what next” led to June’s third gathering of about 70 
Providence Women, as the group has come to be known, in 
Renton, WA.  It was a happily positive experience for all, ac-
cording to Sister Chauncey Boyle, a member of the planning 
committee chaired by Kathryn Kurtz and made up primarily of 
women who entered the religious community together in 1959.
   
     Besides the catching up, socializing and sharing, there were 
presentations, including by two former Sisters of Providence, 
Karen Matthews, now a Catholic school principal, and by 

Current, Former Sisters of Providence 
Gather in Renton, WA, Share Memories

continued on page 3

Maura (Goggin) Egan, a nurse.  “!ey re#ected on how those 
years (in the religious community) helped them become com-
passionate leaders in their roles today,” Sister Chauncey said.  
Other speakers were Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais, on 
the Sisters of Providence today; Sister Barbara Schamber, on the 
new governance model for Providence Health & Services min-
istries; and by General Superior Karin Dufault on the interna-
tional, intergenerational and intercultural community of Sisters 
of Providence, illustrated with statistics and slides.

     “All of you experienced formation in the mission, charism 
and Providence spirituality, and in your own circumstances 
you have continued to be the human face of Providence as you 
have compassionately tended to those in need in your families, 
parishes, ministries and as you have assumed leadership seeking 

Women of Providence gather for a 
photo on the Providence Health & 
Services campus in Renton, WA.



From your executive director …

Sister Barbara McMullen, CDP
WPC executive director
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     Fall is de$nitely here in St. Louis!  !e air is 
a bit crisper, leaves add color to the horizon and 
cover our yard like a never-ending blanket, and 
the season speaks of change, of letting go, of har-
vest.  Two friends and I just returned from a three 
state vacation where we visited Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Maine.  !ey were on my bucket 
list!  As my roommate, Beverly said, “there are 
not enough superlatives to describe the beautiful 
fall foliage” we witnessed as we drove the scenic 
highways from Granite City, IL, to Pittsburgh, 
PA, onto Cooperstown, NY, and to the three New 
England states mentioned.  !e hills of Pennsyl-
vania were only a prelude to the mountainsides 
of Vermont where there was brilliant color and 
beautiful sunshine shimmering on hues of gold, 
red, orange and yellow. Coming back down the 
coast of Maine to Pittsburgh and then home 
again, one could truly see the transitions in 
Mother Earth taking place. 

     I do think of autumn as a time of letting go and 
a time of harvesting.  What must we surrender or 
relinquish to $nd abundance?  What seeds have 
we planted that might be coming to harvest now?  
!e God of Providence is our God of Abundance.  
We are invited to enter the season of letting go as 
well as the season of harvesting and open our-
selves to its mystery.  

     In these pages of Collaboration you will 
discover relinquishment and harvesting, whether 
it is in letting go of preconceived ideas, moving 
toward a corporate stance, bringing a new mobile 
classroom to the streets of the poor, or reframing 
a charism statement.  !ere is much harvesting in 
these pages as well.  Just see former members re-
connecting, associates and leadership gathering 
at a conference on discovering one’s gi"edness, 

new leaders being elected, and the legacy of a 
90 year old Sister who isn’t $nished yet!   !ese 
are the Women of Providence….a harvest of 
wonderful people, ministries, celebrations, and 
commitments to service.  

    !e poet Rilke writes of Autumn: "Command 
the last fruits to be full; give them just two more 
southern days, urge them on to completion and 
chase the last sweetness into the heavy wine.”

    May all your autumn days be ones of sweet-
ness, ripening you for the journey to wholeness 
and abundance.  I give thanks for you, pray 
always for you, and wish you Happy Autumn 
Days and a very Happy !anksgiving!

Blessings,
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to change social structures or situations that oppress,” said 
Sister Karin, who also entered in 1959.  “Whether you have 
been aware or not, we have prayed for you and we realize 
that God has continued to work within you making God’s 
love known.  We are grateful for ways in which you have 
demonstrated compassion and been leaders in your various 
spheres of in#uence, professionally and personally.  Maybe 
this is a time to deepen the sense of connection among all 
of us and to more intentionally o%er spiritual and moral 
support to each other.  You have much to teach us about 
your life experiences and Providence in your life, and our 
experiences can enrich you as we have continued to evolve 
as Providence women.”

     Perhaps it was because the earlier reunions had helped to 
clear the air of painful experiences of the long-ago leave-
taking and to acknowledge that hurtful things happened, 
Sister Chauncey explained.  Evaluations from the 2009 re-
union had included suggestions for a reconciliation service 
to clear the air of painful experiences of the long-ago leave-
taking. !is year, participants wrote down things that have 
been hurtful on pieces of paper that were collected at the 
o%ertory at Mass and then burned before the Providence 
Women had a peaceful parting.  !ey plan to come together 
again in two or three years.

     Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province, adopted 
a corporate stance to end the death penalty at their Provincial 
Chapter in August. !e action is a result of “prayer, discern-
ment and dialogue, and will be part of our prayer and action 
in the future,” said Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais.  
!is is the $rst corporate stance by Mother Joseph Province.   

     !e foundation for the corporate stance is rooted in 
the Sisters of Providence Constitutions, No. 26:  “Attention to 
the needs of the poor and to situations of injustice which 

oppress them arouses in us a concern for the demands of 
social justice. We therefore consider it a duty to promote 
human dignity by acts of solidarity with persons and groups, 
sharing what we have with them even to the point of risking 
our own security.”

     A committee has been actively working on this initia-
tive since the fall of 2011.  !e committee members are 
Providence Sisters Joan Campbell, Charlene Hudon, Lenora 
Donovan, Lois Murray, Georgette Bayless and Charlotte Van 
Dyke, and Sister Eileen Walsh, OP.  Sister Joan Campbell has 
been a longtime, tireless voice against the death penalty.  She 
is a board member of the Washington Coalition Against the 
Death Penalty (WCADP), which has adopted a three-step 
continuum for its advocacy:  raising awareness, discussing the 
issue with others, and leadership.  Sister Joan took that third 
step in 1990 when she raised the issue of the death penalty in 
a meeting with Pope John Paul II.   !e pope asked how he 
could get more practically involved on the issue in the United 
States and also asked for input as he was writing the encycli-
cal, !e Gospel of Life.

     Mother Joseph Province began with the idea of a statement 
that evolved into the stronger response of a corporate stance.  
!e committee o%ered education about the issue, engaged 
in discussion, and joined other anti-death-penalty advocates 
in the state capitol for a Lobby Day to End the Death Pen-
alty.  !eir message to Washington State legislators was that 
life without parole is a safe and just alternative to the death 
penalty.

6LVWHUV�$GRSW�&RUSRUDWH�6WDQFH�
WR�(QG�WKH�'HDWK�3HQDOW\

Sisters Mary Clare Boland (le!) and Lenora Donovan 
check out an anti-death penalty display at Mother Joseph 
Province’s Provincial Chapter.

Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province



     A"er a Sabbath morning, the gather-
ing of Women of Providence in Col-
laboration Associate Leadership Group 
(ALG) began time together. !irty 
associates and sisters traveled from 
three provinces in Canada and the four 
corners of the United States to Immacu-
late Heart Retreat Center located in 
Spokane, WA, where the hospitality was 
outstanding.

     !e gathering was a time to renew 
friendships and to make new friends 
as this relatively new group learned the 
history of the Women of Providence in 
Collaboration (WPC) and put together 
a template for future gatherings.  Writ-
ing the template impelled those gath-
ered to come to a statement of vision 
for the group and to formulate goals.  
Membership of the group, frequency 
of meetings, structure of the meetings, 
budget designs and relationship to 
leadership were all topics for discus-
sion and inclusion in the template. !e 

$VVRFLDWH�/HDGHUV�*DWKHU��
&RQWLQXH�)RUPDWLRQ�DV�D�:3&�*URXS

proposed template will go before the 
WPC Executive Committee for review 
and approval. 

     !e primary presenter was Ann 
Hurst, Chief Integration O&cer for 
Providence Health Care, who led the 
participants through a process designed 
to learn their gi"s and develop them 
for leadership. She began by giving 
an overview of the day that included 
knowing our life stories and sense of 
purpose, asking the questions: Who am 
I and how am I to be, what am I to do 
and “What is my calling now”. Ann re-
minded us that the answers to many of 
the questions arise from our principles, 
values and beliefs. By the end of the day, 
each person had enough foundation to 
begin writing out their personal call.

     A bus tour featuring much of the 
history of Spokane rounded out the 
full day.  Completion of the template 
occupied that last morning as well as 

setting the date for the next meeting of 
the ALG.  A"er dialogue, it was decided 
to meet in conjunction with the next 
Providence Event to be held in June, 
2015 at St. Mary-of-the-Woods. 

Above: Associate Barbara Baker 
shares her thoughts following the 
presentation by Ann Hurst.  
Below:  Associate leaders and 
community liaisons at the second 
Associate Leadership gathering in 
Spokane, WA.
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     !e Sisters and Associates of 
the Marie de la Roche Province 
gathered in August to re#ect on 
the past year and make plans 
for carrying the Community’s 
mission into the future.       !e 
theme of this year’s Assembly 
was “Living in the abundance of 
God’s loving Providence . . . We 
dare to risk.” Barbara G. Stan-
bridge, IHM, was engaged as the 
facilitator. 

     Sister Barbara and the 
Assembly Committee created a 
prayerful and engaging atmo-
sphere. !e sessions explored 
the “Deep Story of the CDPs,” 
and the “Vision Statement, Justice, 
Spirit of Ketteler Today.”  !e group 
pondered the “State of the World 
2013” and “Recreating the Story of 
Our Time.” Business was also con-
ducted in sessions addressing $nancial 
sustainability. 

    Morning prayer was held each day, 
enhanced with beautiful music and 
liturgical dance.  !ere was a memorial 
prayer service for all the Sisters and 
Associates from across the province 
who died in the past year. 
     
     !e Commissioning Service was a 

$OOLVRQ�3DUN�&'3V�DQG�$VVRFLDWHV�
'DUH�WR�5LVN�DW�$QQXDO�$VVHPEO\���

time to recommit to the charism 
of the Community. Each Sister and 
Associate received a blessing and a 
copy of the newly reframed charism 
statement. 

     Perhaps the most joyous cel-
ebration was the Jubilee Mass and 
dinner  -- a time of rejoicing and 
celebrating the many years of ser-
vice and love shared by the Sisters 
celebrating milestone jubilees (25, 
50, 60, 65, 70, and 75 years).

     When asked what her goal was 
for this Assembly, Sister Barbara 
said, “My goal was to have the 
Community experience its best self. 

In many ways, events like Assembly, 
Chapter, Jubilees are when the com-
munity invites itself to be together as 
its best self for this moment in time . . . 
not the past moments, but the present . 
. . to dance together...and this commu-
nity can dance!”

     Established by the Sisters of Divine Providence in 1998, the 
Ketteler Award is an opportunity for the Community to recognize 
people who have ‘gone the extra mile’ in the journey toward mak-
ing justice for all people a reality. !e recipient of the 2013 Ketteler 
Award is Gregory J. Boyle, SJ, founder of Homeboy Industries, a 
Los Angeles based organization that witnesses to the Gospel values 
of justice and compassion that are the legacy of Bishop Ketteler, 
founder of the Community of the Sisters of Divine Providence.

     !e destructive impact of gangs and the dangerous allure of 
gang involvement are felt across the country. Homeboy Industries 
o%ers free services and programs and job-training through social 
enterprises. !e organization o%ers hope for a future away from 
gangs and violence and serves as a model for cities across the 
country. !e award presentation took place on August 3, 2013. For 
information about Fr. Boyle and Homeboy Industries, visit www.
homeboyindustries.org.

.HWWHOHU�$ZDUG�IRU�6RFLDO�-XVWLFH

Sister Mary Francis Flectcher, Provincial Director, 
presents the Ketteler Award to Fr. Gregory Boyle.

Allison Park CDP
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     In January 2013, the Mission/Vision Committee of the 
Marie de la Roche Province reframed the charism state-
ment to speak to the present time and to the sisters today.  
Committee members Sisters Myra Rodgers, Ellen Ru', 
Michele Bisbey, Donna Gribschaw, Sandra DeNardis, Ja-
net Scha%ran, Ella Jane Bruen, Clara Kreis, Paulita Kuzy, 
Barbara McMullen, Betty Sundry, Francesca O’Regan, 
and Associate Paula Gilchrist worked together on the 
spirit and the words of the proposed statement. At the 
end of the day, the document that they had drawn up was 
accepted unanimously by the committee!  

     To introduce the statement to the province, the group 
designed the opening ritual of the Annual Assembly 
(Sisters Michele, Janet, Marian Senish and Myra). 
Sister Charlene Schaaf composed a mantra for the 
Assembly based on an excerpt from the statement: 
 “Living in the abundance of God’s loving 
Providence, we dare to risk.”  

5HIUDPLQJ�WKH�&KDULVP�6WDWHPHQW�

Inspired by Mother Marie, who in response to the lure of Providence, sacri!ced her religion, 
family and culture, we, as women religious called to a prophetic life form and compelled to make 
God’s providence visible, choose a future characterized by justice and compassion.

We are energized by the life of Bishop Ketteler, who made God’s providence visible as he 
confronted those in civil and ecclesiastical authority; who risked his status and reputation in the 
pursuit of justice; who opened his home to the poor, in the name of compassion.

We are blessed by God’s indiscriminate graciousness,
we live in the abundance of God’s loving providence,
and we are strengthened by the bonds of inclusive community.

"erefore,
we will cherish our intercultural and international ties;
we will strive for right relationships with all;
we will courageously risk being marginalized;
we will live and promote every form of non-violence; 
we will generously share even in the midst of scarcity.

Allison Park CDP

Following is the reframed charism statement: 

Sisters Maria Patterson (le!), Barbara McMullen and 
Charlene Schaaf taught the mantra to the assembled 
sisters and associates.



Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province

     NETWORK, the social-justice 
activist organization led by Sister 
Simone Campbell, SSS, went on the 
road again in June with its second 
“Nuns on the Bus” tour.  !is time, 
Providence Sister Charlene Hudon, 
of Mother Joseph Province, was on 
board for part of the journey.  !e 
nuns traveled from coast to coast – 
6,500 miles and across 15 states – 
over three weeks.  !eir message 
was on immigration justice, calling 
attention to the fact that Congress 
needs to enact “commonsense 21st 
century immigration policies that 
re#ect our true American values”.  

     Sister Charlene advocated on behalf 
of migrants, especially those who are 
undocumented.  She joined the group 
in San Diego, CA, on !ursday, June 
13, for the last segment, traveling 
through the California cities of Irvine, 
Los Angeles, Bakers$eld, Delano, 
Modesto, San Francisco and ending up 
at Angel Island on June 18. 
 
     “From Friendship Park at the 
Tijuana-San Diego border to Marina 
Greene in San Francisco, we heard 
documented and undocumented 
immigrants telling their stories of the 
injustices, hardship and pain that they 
have experienced,” Sister Charlene 
wrote. In addition, leaders of coali-
tions, business leaders and politicians 
told of the need for changes that must 
be made in immigration laws.”

     At each stop on the journey, the 
sisters passed out postcards for partici-
pants to sign.  Before the U.S. Senate 
vote on its version of the immigration 
reform bill, the NETWORK lobby de-
livered 10,000 of the signed postcards.  

     “We believe that the people spoke 
and the Senate listened, and that the 
‘nuns’ with the postcards had a hand 
in the passage of the bill,” Sister 
Charlene wrote.  

1XQV�RQ�WKH�%XV�7DNH�WR�WKH�5RDG�$JDLQ

Sister Charlene Hudon (front row at right) and the other sisters prepare 
for the California leg of the Nuns on the Bus road trip.
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     !e Nuns on the Bus pledged to 
continue to make their voices heard 
“to encourage true, compassionate, 
comprehensive immigration reform.”
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By Sister Ann Petrus, CDP 
“If children don’t go to school, the 
school can go to the children.” 
!ere is something new in Quere-
taro, Mexico, courtesy of the Sisters of 
Divine Providence.  !ree members 
of the CDP community have brought 
to the city a worldwide project called 
Escuela Movil, that is, Mobile School.  
!e concept was the brainchild of a 
Belgian man who wanted to reach out 
to children who live on the streets.  
According to the project’s website, 
“!e principal object of the mobile 
school is to make life in the street more 
digni$ed, limiting the use of drugs 
and violence, promoting solidarity and 
dignity.”  !ough reading, writing and 
calculating are taught, the important 
thing is to convince the young people 
of their talents and their value and thus 
increase their self-esteem.
!e equipment of the mobile school 
is a box on wheels with panels that 
pull out on each side.  !e panels have 
space for very creative, interactive, 
educational tools where kids can learn 
many di%erent things—geography, 
telling time, basic math, living healthy 
on the street, getting along with others, 
to mention a few.  !e mobile school 
teachers and volunteers take the school 
to three di%erent locations, each two 
times a week, and are there to interact 
with the youth and any adults who 
come also.  Teachers work one-on-one 
with participants or in small groups, 
and also plan group activities on oc-
casion.  !ey are loving the work and 
enjoying getting to know the individu-
als who come regularly.  !e police 
have stopped to check out just what is 
going on at the School, and they have 
been supportive. 

Above: Mobile School attracts 
students of all ages.

At right: Sister Elizabeth 
Carrasco with little learners.

$�1HZ�.LQG�RI�6FKRRO��RQ�:KHHOV�

Mobile Schools are in a number of 
countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and 
Latin America.  CDP A&liate Jessika 
Martinez worked with Mobile School 
in Colombia and brought the idea to 
the Sisters in Queretaro.  Working with 
Jessika are Sisters Elizabeth Carrasco 
and Lupita Silva.  !e central o&ce of 
Mobile School provides four weeks of 
sta% training before a project begins so 

that the teachers can learn the unique 
pedagogy of the program.  !e local 
sponsor of Queretaro’s Mobile School 
is a food bank called Alvida.  It pro-
vides stipends for the teachers and 
use of a pickup truck to transport the 
equipment each day.
Check out Escuela Movil Queretaro on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
CDPTexas#!/EscuelaMovilQrto

San Antonio CDP
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     On July 23, 2013, a"er a blessing 
from a gathering of Sisters, twenty 
$ve pilgrims loaded a bus at Our Lady 
of the Lake Convent and headed to 
Houston, Texas, as the beginning of 
their journey to the 2013 World Youth 
Day (WYD) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
!e pilgrims included CDP Associates 
and Young Adult Associates, A&li-
ate Bianca Esquivel, Our Lady of the 
Lake University students, a Magni$cat 
Travel Escort, a Jesuit priest and the 
adventuresome, always-ready-to-go, 
super-organizer Sister Gloria Ann 
Fiedler, CDP. 

     !e group started planning a year 
ago for this exciting experience.  !ey 
raised funds through hosting events 
including Trivia Night, a rummage 
sale, a bake sale, and a Mardi Gras 
themed event, and by seeking dona-
tions from parishes and outside con-
tributors. !e pilgrims joined hearts 
and hands with Pope Francis and 3 
million others who came from every 
corner of the globe to share in the 
deepening of their communion with 
God, among themselves and with all 
God’s people. 
     
     In addition to the World Youth Day 
Events the group had some extra time 
to take in the beauty of Rio de Janeiro 
including the most popular Rio land-
mark, the Christ the Redeemer statue. 
!e group returned renewed with faith 
and a sense of hope and commitment 
to build a new creation which will 
include a simple, loving outreach to 
the excluded, the downtrodden, those 
on the fringes of society, and those in 
most need of Christ and the good news 
of the gospel in their lives. 

3LOJULPDJH�WR�WKH������:RUOG�<RXWK�'D\

     Two Young Adult Associates re#ect 
on their WYD experience: 

“World Youth Day was like a turning 
point in my spiritual walk with Christ 
and others.  Among the challenges we 
were all faced with, the face of Jesus 
was never too far away to remind us 
that at every moment, whether good 
or bad, we are never abandoned by 
him.  Having the opportunity to be but 
a few feet away from the Holy Father 
was among the highest blessings I’ve 
received.  Pope Francis is such a great 
re#ection of hope and life and I am so 
grateful I was in his presence.  Now I 

am determined to continue my walk 
with Christ as a rejuvenated Catholic 
of today and bring the love of Christ to 
others.”  -- Sarah Contreras, ACDP

     “I have the gi" of music. Sister 
Anna Rose and Sister Emelene taught 
me music at St. Martin Hall. Being at 
WYD gave me new courage to better 
use my gi" of music in my parish. I can 
bring God to others through music. 
WYD has given me the great desire to 
tell others about God and to be more 
active in spreading God’s love and good 
news!” -- Timothy Soriano, ACDP

Sr. Gloria Ann 
Fiedler with 
Bianca Esquivel 
and Brenda Ortiz.  
Off to see the Pope!

Fond farewells 
to pilgrims 

from Sisters 
Marjie Filler 

and Joyce Detzel

San Antonio CDP



     We Women of Providence collaborate in many ways.  
Sister Margarita Hernandez, SP, from the Seattle Province of 
the Montreal Sisters of Providence came to San Antonio in 
August to study at the Mexican American Catholic College 
(MACC).  

     !e CDPs of San Antonio were very happy to welcome 
her to share community with them at Our Lady of the Lake 
Convent.  Even at MACC, there is a “Providence #avor” since 
Sister Lupe Ramirez of the Missionary Catechists of Divine 
Providence and Sister Mary Christine Morkovsky, CDP, are 
on the MACC faculty.  And, that’s not all!  !e Missionary 
Catechists of Divine Providence have come to the CDPs’ Our 
Lady of the Lake Convent. At least, $ve of them have!  

     !e San Antonio CDPs are working toward alternate uses 
of their motherhouse building, and have already leased a 
section to a workforce development agency headed by one of 
their Sisters.  Other negotiations are in progress, but there is 
plenty of room for a few “cousins,” i.e., MCDPs, while their 
community builds a new home.  

New residents at Our Lady of the Lake pose with 
Sr. Carmen Sanchez, MCDP Superior (second from le!).

:HpUH�&ROODERUDWLQJ�

     !e CDPs are very happy to welcome the guests, Sisters 
Emilia Ann Pastrano, Carmen Leal, Lelia Martinez, Gabriel 
Ann Tamayo and Wilfred Ontiveros.  Two other MCDPs are 
already residents of the skilled nursing care facility at Our 
Lady of the Lake.  

0RYLH�)LOPLQJ�DW�3URYLGHQFH�+HLJKWV
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ŝŶ�ůĂƚĞ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ͘ �/ŶƚĞƌŶĂů�ƐŚŽƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�
ĨŝůŵĞĚ�ŝŶ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�Žƌ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͘�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�Ĩŝůŵ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�
ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ăƚ�ŚĞĂƌƚŽĨƐŝůĞŶĐĞĨŝůŵ͘ĐŽŵ͘�
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San Antonio CDP, Missionary Catechists of Divine Providence

Allison Park CDP
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Sister Marie-Rose St-Amant, SP

     As part of a missionary talk held on 
May 21st, the Providence International 
Center of the Sisters of Providence in 
Montreal, welcomed Sister Mary Rose 
St-Amant, SP, a seasoned missionary, 
actually in Cameroon.

     Taking advantage of her stay in 
Montreal, we wanted to know more 
about the experience she has cumu-
lated throughout her life as a SP mis-
sionary. So, in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere, we spent pleasant mo-
ments with this discreet, almost shy, 
but de$nitely remarkable woman, 
who celebrates, in 2013, sixty years of 
religious life and $"y years of mission-
ary life!

     She was very generous with her 
time and fully answered each one 
of our questions. We learned some 
fascinating details about the 25 years 
she spent missioning in Argentina and 
Chile: her great challenges as a nurse 
in the Comodoro Rivadavia hospitals, 
the birth of the $rst (model) group of 
Providence Associates in Argentina, 
the visits she paid to her native Quebec 
every $ve years, etc.

     We were all charmed by the simplic-
ity with which she explained details 
of life in Cameroon, such as facing a 
snake in her backyard or not having 
running water in the house. However, 
says Sister Marie-Rose, all these ad-
ventures are worth living as a Sister of 
Providence in the service of the poor. 

     She also explained her involvement 
with the child sponsorship organiza-
tion and her supporting role with the 
Providence Associates of Koudandeng. 
!at was a great opportunity to inquire 
more about “Solidarity Cameroon” 
(the rebuilding of the Providence hen 

Sister Marie-Rose with 
some employees of the 
Providence International 
Centre in Montreal. 

$�0LVVLRQDU\�7DON
house), a labour in which several em-
ployees of the SP International Centre 
contributed in an exemplary manner.

     !e book, Adventurers of the 
Shadow – from Obedience to Discern-
ment, by Denise Robillard, is a guide 
for those who would like to deepen 
their knowledge about the SP Mission.
We warmly thank Sister Marie-Rose 
and the General Leadership Team for 
the opportunity to learn more about 
the great Providence Mission which 
concerns us all. 

Sisters of Providence, Montreal



12    Collaboration Fall 2013

Sisters of Providence, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
$VLDQ�1RYLFH�3URIHVVHV�)LUVW�9RZV�
6W��0RWKHU�7KHRGRUH�6KULQH�WR�EH�%XLOW
     Asian women welcomed to the 
mission of Providence by General 
Superior Sister Denise Wilkinson.
Sister Denise traveled to Taiwan 
recently, in her capacity as general 
superior of the Sisters of Provi-
dence, to receive the $rst profession 
of vows of one of our Asian novices. 

     Students, sta% and faculty (and 
spouses and children of the same) 
of Providence University in Shalu, 
and several Missionary Sisters 
of Providence (founded by our 
Mother Marie Gratia in the mid-
1900’s) joined the SPs for the liturgy 
and luncheon a"erwards.

     Also celebrating with them was 
a woman who later that a"ernoon 
was welcomed into the SP’s pre-
postulancy program. “We feel very 
blessed that Asian women evidence 
an interest in becoming Sisters of 
Providence and demonstrate a deep 
commitment to serving the mission 
of Providence,” said Sister Denise.

Shrine honoring Saint 
Mother "eodore Guerin 
to be a reality
     Donors to the Sisters of Provi-
dence Shrine Capital Campaign 
amazed us and gave us much 
reason to celebrate! !e original 
shrine goal of $1.25 million was 
scheduled to be met by December 
2013. !at goal was met in June 
and gi"s have continued to come 
in. To date, an additional $300,000 
has been donated. 

     For those readers who have been 
to Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, the 
shrine will be located in the area 
beneath the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel o% the main corridor to 
the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception. Deconstruction of 
this area is set to begin in Novem-
ber 2013. !e shrine area will be 
completed in October 2014. 

     !e additional money raised will 
allow us to simultaneously 
create a welcoming entry to the 
shrine from the front door of Provi-
dence Center. A journey theme will 
begin there and continue to the 
shrine, with appropriate historical 
information along the way. We will 
also use some of the funds to re-
model the Gi" Shop at Providence 
Center and to create o&ce space.

     When you attend the Women of 
Providence in Collaboration event 
June 19-21, 2015, there will be 
much to see!

Comprehensive Program-
ming Booklet Available
     !e Sisters of Providence are 
pleased to announce the publica-
tion of the 2013-2014 Retreats, 
Programs, Events and Opportuni-
ties Booklet, which details a variety 
of options for spiritual encourage-
ment throughout the year.

     Whether you’re looking for a 
weekend retreat or evening prayer 
time, you can $nd everything listed 
in our Calendar at a Glance, with 
speci$c details found throughout 
the book. 

     Events are sponsored by two 
ministries of the SPs – Providence 
Spirituality and Conference Center 
and White Violet Center for Eco-
Justice. If you’re interested in learn-
ing more or would like a booklet 
mailed to you, contact Sister Paula 
Damiano, director of programs 
and retreats at 812-535-2952 or 
pdamiano@spsmw.org

Sister Denise Wilkinson (foreground, le!), general superior, 
during the #rst profession of vows of one of our Asian novices.



     Sisters Kathleen Popko, SP, 
Joan Mullen, SP, and Ann Hor-
gan, SP, were recently installed as 
respective president, vice presi-
dent, and secretary/treasurer of 
the Sisters of Providence, Holyoke, 
MA. !e three o&cers comprise 
the SP Executive Council and will 
serve six-year terms, from Septem-
ber 2013-September 2019. 

     !e September 29th installation 
was held in Our Mother of Sorrows 
Chapel at Providence Place during 
the Congregation’s Missioning Day 
ceremonies. 

     !e 2013 Chapter Coordinator, 
Sister Margaret McCleary, o&ci-
ated at the installation. Calling 
the newly elected Sisters “forth” 
to their “ministry of leadership,” 
she prayed each would be blessed 
with the “graces, strength, wisdom 
and courage” their leadership will 
require.

     In turn, the new Council 
expressed their mutual thanks to 
God, the Community, and the 
Sisters and Associates assembled in 
the chapel witnessing their instal-
lations. 

     Sisters and Associates then re-
sponded expressing their grateful-
ness for each Councilor’s willing-
ness to place their gi"s and lives 
at the service of the Congregation. 
“We promise,” Sisters and Associ-
ates told their new leadership team, 
“ to be with you, as we all journey 
into an unknown future, trusting 
in a loving Providence.”

Sisters of Providence, Holyoke
1HZ�2IILFHUV��,QVWDOODWLRQ�
DQG�0LVVLRQLQJ�'D\

     Following Sister Kathleen’s 
Presidential Address the focus of 
the day turned to Missioning Day 
ceremonies. Traditionally the event 
is celebrated on the September 
Sunday closest to the Congrega-
tion’s patron Saint Vincent de 
Paul’s September 27th feast day. 
A signi$cant day in the life of the 
Community, its ritual draws Sisters 

and Associates together to publicly 
renew and recommit themselves 
to the mission and ministry of the 
Sisters of Providence. 

     A reception for the new o&cers 
followed in the Kingston Dining 
Room. 

(From le!) Sisters Joan Mullen, Kathleen Popko, and Ann Horgan, with 
Sister Margaret McCleary at podium during installation ceremony.

SP Executive Council 2013-2019 (from le!) Sister Kathleen Popko, 
President, Sister Joan Mullen, Vice President, and Sister Ann Horgan, 
Secretary/Treasurer.
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     Sister Mary Caritas Geary, a 
Sister of Providence of Holyoke 
since 1947, is more than a little 
familiar with her Community’s an-
nual Missioning Day ceremonies. 
She knows each is $lled with prayer, 
song, blessings, and a shared sense 
of Community togetherness. 

     !is year however, there was all 
that and more. !is year the cer-
emony’s usual proceedings included 
a surprise tribute paid to her. 

     “Today,” said Sister Kathleen 
Popko, SP President, “we recognize 
with much gratitude Sister Mary 
Caritas for her past four years of 
service to our Community in the 
role of vice president. In light of 
her 90th birthday, however,” she 
continued, “I want to go beyond 
those four years, to express our deep 
gratefulness for her many years of 
leadership in our Community. And 
what a life of service it is!” 

     Sister Kathleen focused the trib-
ute on Sister Caritas’  “extraordinary 
leadership” particularly during her 
years as SP President (1969-1977), 
the years following Vatican II.  “At 
this point there were more than 400 
Sisters in the Community and the 
transformation of religious life was 
at its height,” recalled Sister Kath-
leen. “It was Sister Caritas’ task,” she 
noted, “to keep us moving forward, 
while dealing with the diversity of 
views about renewal matters, bal-
ancing the needs of those resistant 
to change, with those who wanted 
to move more quickly.”

     “!ose were tumultuous times,” 
she pointed out, “that called for a 
leader who would steer a steady 
course forward despite the storms 
of disagreement, or the waves of 
controversy and change breaking 
over the wider church. And, that 
is exactly what Sister Caritas did,” 
she emphasized, “but not without 
personal cost.”

Sisters of Providence, Holyoke
7ULEXWH�WR�6LVWHU�0DU\�&DULWDV

From Community 
leadership, Sister Caritas 
spent the next 16 years 
as president/CEO of 
Mercy Medical Center 
in Spring$eld, MA. At 
the same time she re-
mained deeply involved 
in Community matters 
and was elected to serve 
on the SP Council from 
1985-1993. Following 
her “retirement” from 
Mercy Medical Center 
in 1993, she expanded 
her already signi$cant roles in 
national, state, and local civic com-
munity endeavors. Her key roles 
included serving as Board Chair for 
the Catholic Health Association, 
and the Massachusetts Hospital As-
sociation.

     During Sister Ruth McGoldrick’s 
tenure as SP President (1993-2001) 
Sister Caritas played a key role in 
the transformation of the Mother 
House into Providence Place, an 
independent retirement commu-
nity for Sisters and the laity. And, 
when Sister Joan Mullen served as 
SP President (2001-2009), Sister 
Caritas worked with her on the 
design and development of Mary’s 
Meadow. !at innovative, “small 
house” concept of long-term, skilled 
nursing and short-term rehabilita-
tive therapy care was the $rst of its 
type to open in Massachusetts.

     Over the past four years, she 
worked with President Sister Kath-
leen Popko, and Sister Ann Horgan, 
Secretary Treasurer, on important 
initiatives to celebrate the Congre-
gation’s 120th and 140th anniversa-
ries and to position the Congrega-
tion and its ministries for the future. 
!ese included the development of 
!e Hillside at Providence, a min-
istry site for a%ordable housing and 
healthcare services for the elderly, 
the creation of CHE-Trinity Health, 
the second largest Catholic health 
care system in the U.S. 

     It was before the 
Community’s Chapter 
of Elections last June 
that Sister Caritas, an-
nounced her decision 
“to retire” when her 
term on the SP Council, 
and as vice president 
ended. Her retirement 
became e%ective on Mis-
sioning Day, September 
29. Let it be recorded 
here though, that Sister 
Caritas contributions on 
behalf of her Communi-

ty as well as in Catholic health care, 
service to the elderly, women and 
the poor, both locally and nationally 
will continue. 

     Even as she was preparing to 
leave o&ce, she said “Yes” to serving 
on: !e Sisters of Providence Health 
System’s Board of Trustees; and, 
to St. Joseph of the Pines Health 
System’s (SJP’s) Board of Trustees in 
Southern Pines, NC, its Quality As-
surance & Compliance Committee, 
and additional service on the SJP 
Life Board-PACE.

     Sister Caritas is also on the Board 
of Trustees for Providence Minis-
tries for the Needy (PMN), in Holy-
oke, and a member of the PMN’s 
Planning-Community Kitchen Proj-
ect.  And, if that isn’t enough, she 
told Tracings, in passing, that she is 
going to be “…around, working on 
(Community) projects.” 

     On October 2, Sister Caritas 
was the recipient of the Spring$eld 
Diocese’s Catholic Schools’ “Dis-
tinguished Community Leader 
Awards.” And, on October 25th the 
Sisters of Providence Health System 
will honor her with a 90th Birthday 
party expected to draw over 300 
guests.

     !e honors and expressions of 
gratefulness will most likely con-
tinue to come, as will Sister Mary 
Caritas’ legacy of service to her 
Community, and beyond.

Sister Mary Caritas
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Future Dates/Coming Events
2013
November 11-13: WPC Executive Committee Board Meeting--San Antonio, TX

2014
February 25-27: WPC Governing Board Meeting--Seattle, WA
March 13-16: VFL Conference--Allison Park, PA

2015
June 18: Associate Leadership Group Meeting--St. Mary of the Woods, IN
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