
Lent 2016
Lent begins early this year.  It seems we have just put away 
the tree, the ornaments, and the wrapping paper and already 
it’s time to receive ashes on our foreheads!  We come once 
again to this sacred, earthy season of Lent, where we remem-
ber that it is from dust and earth from which we emerge and 
one day we shall return to it.  

Yes, Lent is the time to acknowledge our sinfulness, but 
perhaps not to dwell on it.  Rather, to be reminded of God’s 
goodness to us and the great gift to humankind that Jesus is.  
His life, his love, his actions all point to God’s abundant love 
for us. This season of Lent might invite us to plunge ourselves 
into the daily, ordinary ways that Jesus is present and really 
see them with new eyes of gratitude.  

This Lent might be a reminder of the sobering events in 
our world this past year.  We have seen and known the 
horrors of terrorism, the violence of wars, the plight of 
refugees crossing borders, simply looking for safety.  In 
many parts of our world, even right here in Missouri and 
Illinois we have seen the devastation of natural disasters 
and flooding and it has seared our hearts.  There is a great 
vulnerability among humankind and yet God’s graciousness 
is also present.  We see the unselfishness of so many good 
people who are stepping forward to help others who suffer 
terror, loss of homes to flooding, injustices and confusion.  
These times encourage us to put our differences aside, to let 
go of offensive attitudes, to come together, to reach out in 
the hopes of creating a more just and merciful world.  

This Lenten season the Women of Providence will use our 
newest publication, Providence Alive in Us: Ever Unfolding 
Mystery for our Lenten quotes for reflection.  Perhaps it will 
help to deepen within each of us the appreciation we have 
for our WPC authors who share their gifts with us.  Maybe it 
will cause us to pick up the book again, or for the first time, 
and read and reflect on the various articles.   I invite you to 
trust the tender providence of God as you begin your Lenten 
journey.  May we see with new eyes the ever unfolding 
mystery we call Providence!

Barbara McMullen, CDP
Executive Director, WPC
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“Darkness can cover the tessellations that lie stone-cold 
in our own souls.  Unknown to us they are awaiting the 
pattern of grace that is yearning to emerge.” 
     Myra Rodgers, CDP

The miracle of spring is upon us. Yet even more  
miraculous than the opening of buds and the greening 
of leaves is the endurance of each creature that has 
withstood the heaviness and darkness of winter. 

It is easy for us to remain oblivious to this endurance. 
Bulbs lying fallow in the ground do not express their 
impatience. We forget the journey of migrating birds 
once their flocks leave our sight. Bare trees seem to  
be frozen in time, their stirring and changing patterns 
of life covered by a blanket of darkness. We see no 
external signs of the meaning of this time, no hints of 
what is waiting to emerge.

Still, year after year we witness in the creatures around 
us the fruits of waiting and yearning in the darkness. 
Though we cannot accompany them to the “inner 
room” of being, each year their vibrant, delicate  
petals and tender green shoots reveal to us the ways 
our Creator rewards faithfulness.

As we each begin the Lenten journey to our inner 
rooms, the meaning of this time may remain secret, 
even to ourselves. By journeying unwaveringly through 
moments and seasons that seem “stone-cold,” we  
affirm our belief that “now is a very acceptable time.” 
We honor ourselves as part of the seemingly lifeless 
dust that, with time, gives birth to budding and  
greening. We express our trust that our Source,  
“who sees what is hidden,” will satisfy our yearnings.

Tracey Horan, SP 
Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-of-the-Woods
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"Chaos and its creative possibilities lie in hope 
and profound openness to God's drawing us
beyond the present."           Mary Kaye Nealen, SP

With help from Wikepedia, one can determine that 
“the Big Bang theory is the prevailing cosmological 
model for the universe from the earliest known periods 
through its subsequent large-scale evolution.   Modern 
measurements place this moment of chaos at approxi-
mately 13.8 billion years ago.  After an initial expansion, 
the universe cooled sufficiently to allow the formation 
of subatomic particles, and later simple atoms. Giant 
clouds of these primordial elements later coalesced 
through gravity to form stars and galaxies.”   A moment 
of chaos and 13.8 billion years later planet earth grace-
fully rotates in the midst of the Milky Way galaxy as the 
universe continues to expand!  We recall that “In the 
beginning God created heaven and earth…and God 
saw that it was good.”  (Genesis 1)  

What seems to be the chaos of our present reality?  
War, poverty, global warming, corruption, terrorism, 
despair, heroin addiction, violence, species extinction…
and the list goes on and on.  Yet our belief in a Provident 
God assures us that good can come from anything.  We 
know it does because we have witnessed it happening 
over and over again.  The waiting with profound open-
ness and hope can be difficult for those who expect 
immediacy and instant results from almost everything.  
It is good to begin another Lenten journey so we may 
be mindful of transformation, redemption, and our 
participation in the ever-renewing and creative hand 
of God in the midst of the chaos.  

Sr. Barbara Rohe, CDP
Congregation of Divine Providence
Melbourne, KY
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Traditionally, the season of Lent offered us an invitation 
to ‘give up something.’  Let me suggest that our faith 
tradition invites us, no, calls us, to reflect God’s perspec-
tive/ God’s call to ‘be generous and risk in giving our 
selves away in self-gift’, to witness to ‘God’s abundance.’

Lent then, we might say, is a season that reinforces our 
call to continue the work God began with the Incarna-
tion; the immersion of God’s own Self into our wounded 
world in and through the person of Jesus.  We continue 
God’s work just as Jesus did, by the way we live and, I 
dare say, by the way we die.  What a different face of 
Providence this would present to our wounded world… 
a true transformation and Transfiguration!

2015 showed us many faces of such love.  The one that 
lives on in my imagination is the terrorist attack in Paris, 
France, November 2015.  As innocent people were being 
massacred, strangers began to take care of, and protect 
the people/the strangers around them.  Later, when 
questioned, many did not even have a name for those 
they helped.

Our Lenten call is, in the words of musician Jan Novotka 
(CD “Mystery Living You”), “Wake up and be what you 
are!  Be Love, soft and true.” That’s what happened in 
Paris!  Love conquered.

God of Providence, soften our hearts that we may 
indeed be channels of your love.

Lucy Bethel, SP
Sisters of Providence, Kingston, Ontario

"The abundant nature of God invites us to be generous, 
to risk in giving ourselves away in self-gift, to witness to 
God's abundance."                              Michele Bisbey, CDP
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We often say with the apostle Thomas, “seeing is 
believing.”  We flock to sites of apparitions and admire 
those who actually saw the Blessed Virgin.  Still we also 
know that we are not sources of light like a sun or even 
a firefly.  We reflect light; we depend on light to see.

We also acknowledge darkness or absence of light.  
Since ancient times darkness has been associated with 
negativity, with evil.  Yet both light and darkness are 
real.  Are both valuable?

Night is the time for the good of sleep, of rest.  
Absence of light, for example, in a painting, provides 
the beauty of a contrast.  Darkness is necessary for 
us to see heavenly bodies.

Early Christian writers saw value in absence or 
darkness.  “Negative theology,” to know what God 
is not is valuable.  God is not evil, is not limited, is not 
what we dislike in human creatures (vindictiveness, 
injustice, envy, etc.)

Often we learn more about God in times of darkness, 
conflict, dryness in prayer, or loneliness.  We beg for 
help because we become more aware of our limitations, 
weaknesses, ignorance, sinfulness.  We renew our trust 
in God’s provident care.

Wise persons in times of darkness accept what 
cannot be changed by us and see it as a gift.  Dark times 
make us realize our true limitations as finite creatures.  
We can ask God, as well as others, for relief or light. A 
Providence woman sings God’s praise even in the 
darkness.  Her song responds to God’s gift.

Mary Christine Morkovsky, CDP
San Antonio, TX

“Wisdom and experience tell us that darkness, too, can 
be a gift of the provident God.”          Myra Rodgers, CDP
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“Our Provident God is a creative God who made all 
things with a loving purpose, who involves those 
created in the process of creation, and who is always 
on the move.”                               Mary Kaye Nealan, SP

We know that our Provident God called into being 
all that has been created including a number of Provi-
dence communities that are diminishing at this time in 
history. If our Provident God involves those created 
in the process of creation, we can see God’s hand still 
at work in the creativity of those congregations.

The congregation of which I am an Associate, the 
Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul, Kingston is 
dreaming into reality a Providence Village that will be 
created on their Motherhouse property to house and 
nurture the most vulnerable people in the Kingston 
community. Through networking and partnership and 
following the lead of Providence, it is hoped that those 
being served will include: single mothers who are 
struggling to feed their children on their own; people 
with physical and mental challenges that have been 
set aside by a society that focuses on the achiever; 
senior men and women unable to sustain their lives 
because of the rising cost of food and housing; and 
at-risk youth living on the streets. Can we not see the 
hand of a Provident God on the move?

The Gospel reading for the fourth Sunday of Lent is 
that of the Prodigal Son. The youngest son set out 
on a journey that he thought would be fulfilling and 
learned that he would be better off on his father’s 
land. His father was compassionate, loving and forgiv-
ing. God’s Providence blessed a boy who believed his 
life was at its end. Providence is always on the move.

As we prepare to celebrate the transformation from 
death to life of God’s son and our brother, Jesus, may 
our hearts and hands be open to the prophetic call to 
move forward as co-creators with our Provident God.
        
Barbara Baker, SP Associate
Kingston, Ontario
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“The mystery of Providence is the mystery of God’s creative, 
dynamic involvement with and in the moments of our lives 
and history.”                                                Marie McCarthy, SP

Looking out at mountains misted in their blue haze, I can feel 
the mystery of Providence humming a steady rhythm through 
all things breathing,  softly drum-beating with the swaying of 
every tree, every groaning, stretching root deep in the earth.  
Wonder and a sense of reverence fill me as I contemplate, 
perhaps one of the finest acts of God’s creative, dynamic 
involvement with me, with all of us.  What speaks the mystery 
of Providence more explicitly than creation itself—the very 
breath of Providence in all creativity and serendipity?

Isaiah, in today’s first reading, speaks of God making a road in 
the wilderness, paths in the wilds…waters in the wilderness 
to “give my chosen people to drink.”  These people will sing 
my praises, says God.  And so the challenge I feel is to keep 
dancing our song, drum-humming our breath; our voices 
must be that of the silenced resurrected and our tears the 
holy watering of the land and hearts and souls.

John’s gospel speaks of the adulterous woman, who every-
one wants to stone.  Jesus lets everyone gather, spew their 
condemnations, ready themselves for the stoning, while he 
calmly scribbles in the dust.  Some theologians say Jesus was 
writing names of those who had used this woman; others 
think Jesus was writing the sins of the gathered.  I like to think 
that Jesus was simply doodling in the created earth, playing in 
the dirt, maybe drawing a quick mandala to give him time to 
center himself anew, to give the gathered accusers time 
to reassess their actions.  Perhaps he was giving everyone 
a second chance.  Whatever he was doing, perhaps we can 
learn a lesson: “The mystery of Providence,[of love, of
creativity, of birthing] is the great mystery of God’s creative, 
dynamic involvement…in the moments of our lives and our 
history.”  Surely, the accused woman experienced this in her 
bones …surely Isaiah trusted this as he prophesied to the 
people…surely Jesus drum-hummed it in his very breath.  
How do we, as Providence women and men, continue to birth 
this reality everyday?  Doodle in the dirt…see what emerges.

Maria Patterson, CDP
Nashville, TN



Palm Sunday 2016
“Living Providence spirituality ensures that 
no one is ever excluded from our circles of care 
and hospitality.”                   Michele Bisbey, CDP

As we enter into this Holy Week of the liturgical 
year, we view Jesus through the eyes of Luke.  
We are invited to walk with Jesus along the route 
of his love for all people of all times. This marks 
an ending and a beginning of his public ministry, 
of his mission on earth.  

As we walk along at Jesus’ side, we notice how 
truthful, open, and hospitable he is with those 
who are present during these most intimate 
moments of his life.  He thoughtfully receives 
and gives help, care and comfort.  He includes 
everyone:  Judas, Peter, the apostles, Pilate, 
Herod, the soldiers, Simon of Cyrene, a large 
crowd of people, “including many women who 
mourned and lamented him,” and two criminals 
executed with him.  

On the cross, his arms spread wide open right 
and left, a gesture of hospitality, he prays for 
forgiveness for all who have injured him and 
others.  He welcomes one of the criminals 
beside him into Paradise.  He gives his all.  
Surely this is Providence among us.

May we be Providence to all who enter into 
our lives, especially in our times of personal 
or communal suffering.

Judy George, SP
Spokane, Washington
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"For just as Providence creates and sustains 
us as embodied persons, so Providence will be 
manifested to us through our own sacred bodies 
and through the larger Body of Christ."   
    Ruth McGoldrick, SP

Miriam Therese Winter wrote a book on 
eucharist with a small “e” in which she describes 
the family meal as eucharist/Eucharist. Today 
we celebrate that first eucharistic meal in the 
Cenacle and we acknowledge that our ongoing 
lives of faithful prayer, Eucharist, and contempla-
tion transform our bodies, our minds and our 
spirits, just as the first ‘Eucharist’ transformed.   
Are we called to reverence for ourselves as the 
body of Christ, since as pray-ers we live no longer 
but Christ lives in us?

In his papal bull,  Pope Francis proclaimed that 
Christ is the face of God’s mercy.  As the ‘face of 
God’s Provident Mercy’ the body of Christ 
in my OWN world, I am the only face of God, 
body of Christ some will ever know.  Our trans-
formative eucharistic ‘daily meals’, our particip-
ation in Eucharist continues our transformation.

Practice:  look in the mirror and reverence the 
Provident manifestation of Christ.

Carole Riley, CDP
Pittsburgh, PA
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"Often one is not aware that the mystery of the provident 
God can be found in the darkness even in the midst of strife 
and discord at the deepest level of the human heart."              
       Myra Rodgers, CDP

When I hear the words “Good Friday”, my mind goes to the 
final events of that day; Jesus is struggling with His cross. 
The clouds are building and the wind is beginning to gust. 
As Jesus falls and stumbles, an ominous darkness contin-
ues to grow.  Deep gray, black, low hanging clouds gather 
closer; so close that you can nearly touch them. The wind 
is blowing, now, fiercely.  It is a dark and desperate time for 
humankind.  It is a time of insurrection, a time of betrayal 
by two of Jesus’ closest friends, a time when Jesus’ coun-
trymen rebuffed His guidance and teachings.

At the darkest moments of this day, Providence appears. 
She takes the woman’s veil to gently wipe and caress Jesus’ 
face.  In the darkness, Providence as the Cyrenian, offers 
her helping hands and strong back to carry the cross to the 
top of the mount.  With the winds gusting, she is the thief 
affirming that Jesus is Lord.  And, at the very moment that 
the last breath is released from Jesus’s lungs, Providence 
is there as the Father to whom He cried.  Then, Providence 
holds the lifeless body, tenderly cradling Him. 

Good Friday is a lesson for each of us.  No matter how 
impenetrable the darkness, Providence is at her closest. 
She provides the comfort and guidance needed to continue 
the walk, and, to begin to see the light of Easter. 

When have you felt surrounded by darkness and at the 
same time protected by providence? 

Linda Hoefflin, CDP Associate
Glen Carbon, IL
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“We are waking up to the fact that we were created 
for dialogue and relationship and not for control and 
alienation.”                                      Ruth McGoldrick, SP

“Dialogue and relationship.” What do these terms 
really mean on Holy Saturday, this day that begins 
as grieving accompaniment with Jesus’ mother and 
disciples? A key dimension of dialogue involves listening 
carefully to diverse viewpoints to understand others’ 
perspectives. Then a consensus or, at least, a respect 
for the others’ views will hopefully result. How can the 
Paschal Triduum and our Providence faith engender 
dialogue and relationship when these days with Jesus 
exhibit such polar opposites as compassion and hate, 
fidelity and betrayal that appear in our own headlines.

In dialogue as receptivity one person seeks to discover 
the worth of what the other offers, even within 
apparently insoluble differences. But a prize-winning 
Chilean architect, Alejandro Aravena, shows how 
positive exchange and relationship can emerge from 
openness to others’ values. He addresses the housing 
crisis in Santiago and elsewhere by building houses 
in urban centers with the essentials paid by public 
funding but the rest provided through residents’ choices 
and efforts. More than shelters, he wants participation 
and involvement. As PBS Newshour describes (January 
13, 2016) “Aravena hopes the Pritzker Prize will help 
spread his ideas about socially engaged architecture.”

Jesus’ total self-gift through his life, death, and 
resurrection displays unmistakably how thoroughly 
God-Providence embraces human existence. Darkness 
and vision, sorrow and joy, betrayal and fidelity, death 
and life – all are included and celebrated. How can we 
Providence people listen to the deepest human needs 
and foster dialogues that build the transforming 
relationships of a radiant Easter?

Mary Kaye Nealen, SP
Montreal, Quebec
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Providence, the Energy of Love, is the mystery of 
the ongoing, enduring interrelationship between 
the God who makes all things possible and us 
creatures, handiwork of the creative activity of 
Love--creatures made in the very image and 
likeness of holy Mystery, creatures who are 
themselves creative."                  Marie McCarthy, SP

Happy Easter! Now we see and know that God’s love 
is indeed ongoing. When all seems condemned and 
crucified, God’s creative response is neither 
the reversal of these tragedies nor their prevention, 
but resurrection! Love springs forth anew! How it 
happens is a mystery, one which unravels through-
out our lives, too. We are called to receive this 
ongoing love, to trust it, be renewed by it, and 
allow it to dance within us like a recurring Easter 
morning. We open ourselves to the delight of God’s 
love surprising us again, transforming cemeteries 
into spring gardens.

There’s another call for us as well. Because of our 
relationship with God as God’s own handiwork, 
we not only recognize God’s innovative love but 
imitate it, responding creatively to the crosses that 
emerge in our own lives. Aware that death is not the 
final word, we too must bring life to situations and 
events that look like definitive death. We know that 
God makes all things possible, but sometimes, when 
disaster strikes or difficulties overwhelm, it is hard 
to believe in possibility or even God’s goodness. 
As Women of Providence, when that goodness feels 
particularly mysterious, or hidden, we must find it. 
Our call may be to shine the light or it may be to 
stand with others at the foot of the cross, but we 
must show that God’s transforming love is reason 
to hope, that something good is always emerging. 
We reveal God’s love – and become it. 

Leslie Keener, CDP
Melbourne, KY
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